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synoptic climatology—The study of climate from the perspective of
atmospheric circulation, with emphasis on the connections between
circulation patterns and climatic differences

The common approach is to determine distinct categories of synoptic
weather patterns and then to assess statistically the weather conditions
associated with these patterns. The term, which refers to synchronous
weather systems such as cyclones and anticyclones, originated during
the 1940s when military services became concerned with the
climatology of weather types and its implications for transportation.
While dynamic climatology is often global in scope, synoptic climatology
generally deals with hemispheric or local climates.

synoptic climatology is the study of local and regional climates in
terms of the properties and behavior of the atmosphere over and
around a given area; the information used in such studies is primarily
that shown on synoptic weather maps.(Oliver)

Synoptic climatology is a major branch of climatological study in parallel
with dynamic climatology, microclimatology, bioclimatology,
paleoclimatology, and applied climatology. The modern term climate



dynamics encompasses concepts and methods of both synoptic and
dynamic climatology.
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